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MR. MCCOURT: The date is January 14th, 
2002. My name is Tom McCourt, investigator 
for the New York City Fire Department. We 
are currently at the World Trade Center 
command post. Being interviewed is Captain 
Joseph Rivera from Division 4. 

Captain Rivera, would you identify 
yourself, please. 

CAPTAIN RIVERA: Captain Rivera, shield 
number 9815 of the Division 4, Queens 
division. I'm the duty captain assigned 
there. 

Q. Captain, could you please tell me the 
events that transpired from your perspective on 
September 11th, 2001? 

A. What actually transpired -- in fact, 
I'll start from the beginning. On September 11th 
was my first day assigned to the borough of 
Queens. I was transferred from the borough of 
the Bronx. I was to report to their division 
office at 0800 hours in the morning, which I did. 

While there I was awaiting the arrival 

of Chief Carrasquillo to have a one-on-one with 


him, which is when the incident occurred. He 
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called me up and told me that he was on his way 
in and that we would meet downstairs and head 
into the World Trade Center incident. 

We met downstairs, got into his 
vehicle. We responded, he, myself, his aide and 
an EMT. I have no recollection of the name. 

Q. Do you remember who his aide was? 
A. His aide was Sal San Sangeniti was his 
last name. I don't remember who the EMT was. 

We were in route to Manhattan. We 
exited the Midtown Tunnel. When we exited the 
Midtown Tunnel, the second plane had already hit. 
We arrived there roughly about 9:30 in the 
morning. 

When we got there, we left the car on 
West Street down by I believe it was Rector. I'm 
not sure. I think it was Rector. And we walked 
our way up to where the command post was, which 
was opposite building number two, Two World Trade 
Center. 

Q. What was the action going around at 
that location at that time? What was the 
activity? 


A. It was total mayhem. There were people 
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running all over the place. There were body 
parts on the floor that we noticed. There was 
rubble. There was just total chaos. 

As we were walking up to the command 
post, we were trying to get a gist of was going 
on. When we finally got to the command post, we 
met with Chief Gombo, Captain Sickles and 
Lieutenant Moore, who were already there along 
with other fire officials and some firefighters. 
This wasn't inside the building; this was across 
the street on West Street. 

Q. West and -- 

A. West -- I believe it was between 
Liberty and Vesey. 

Q. Okay. 

A. On the other side of the street. 

While there, we were looking up at the 
fire and we heard a loud rumble; and when we 
looked up, that was the start of the collapse. 
When the building collapsed, ironically we had a 
building behind us that had an underground 
garage, and we all ran into that underground 
garage. In that underground garage we were 


trapped for approximately 10 to 15 minutes. 


J. RIVERA 5 


There were a number of injuries, minor 
injuries. A lot of us were breathing in a lot of 
that powder, whatever you want to call it. 
Anyway, we managed to get out of there. A 
firefighter found a stairwell that brought us up 
about two and a half stories. 

We managed to go up two and a half 
stories, come up out of the building from the 
rear and managed to go around up towards -- what 
is this over here? Up towards North End, running 
down toward North End to where we established a 
command post on Chambers and West. 

Before that we also got caught in the 
second collapse. While we were running, we were 
running and trying to find cover in some of the 
surrounding buildings. Every time we got close 
to one of the buildings, they were telling us 
there was a gas leak and we should get away from 
that building. 

Chief Carrasquillo was under the 
impression that we may have left some people 
behind, so we went back to make sure that 
everybody was accounted for. 


Q. After the second collapse? 


J. RIVERA 6 


A. After the first collapse. 

Q. After the first collapse. 

A. So when we went back, making sure that 
everybody was accounted for, we got caught in the 
second collapse, but we managed to get out of 
that right away. 

What we did is we ran towards the water 
around to North Street and up towards Chambers 
and West, which was where the command post was 
established. While there I took command of the 
MERV and all of the volunteers that were coming, 
hospital staff, doctors, nurses, et cetera. 

Q. When you went back to check for the 
missing people, did you find everybody that was 
missing? 

A. Everybody that was with us was 
accounted for. That was Chief Carrasquillo, 
chief's aide Sal San Sangeniti, Chief Gombo, 
Captain Sickles, Lieutenant Moore. 

Q. Anybody injured at that point? 

A. Lieutenant Terranova. 

Well, the one that was injured was 
Lieutenant Moore. All the rest were overcome by 


this powder, this thing that we were breathing. 
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Then from there we were on for a good 
25, 26 hours, the regular operation. 

Q. Right. You stayed there the whole -- 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Until the next day? 

A. Yeah. We were able to go home and come 
back the next day and start it all over again. 

I wasn't injured. I breathed in a lot 
of the stuff. Luckily I wasn't injured. 

I don't know what to say. I think we 
were all traumatized. I think the only real 
injury that I remember was Lieutenant Moore. 

Q. What was the extent of his injuries? 

A. I think it was a leg injury. He hasn't 
been back on duty, but I think it was a leg 
injury. 

Q. Is there anything else that you can add 
or you might want to add to it? 

A. No. So many things happened. After we 
left the building that we were trapped in, a 
number of things had happened. There was a 
building there that had senior citizens 
supposedly trapped in the basement, so we were 


trying to get them evacuated. Then they told us 
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not to, that it was probably safer to keep them 
in the basement because of all of the dust in the 
air. 

Then there were other people that would 
run to us with minor injuries, cuts and bruises 
and stuff. We were trying to give aid when we 
were in route to -- actually running for our 
lives, running away from the site to the command 
post. 

Q. Did you experience any radio problems 
or communication problems or anything like that 
at all? 

A. I think everybody experienced radio 
problems. We were trying the contact each other 
to make sure everybody was accounted for. We 
couldn't get across. Too many people on the 
radio. The radio traffic was horrendous. 

Q. All right. There's nothing else you 
can add -- 

A. No, that's it. A half hour felt like 


30 days. But that's it. That's all I can think 


Q. Okay, Captain. Thank you very much. 


MR. McCOURT: The time is 557 hours. 


That concludes this interview. 


